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PUBLIC NOTICES

Loren D. Wood Sr.    
Loren Dean Wood Sr.,

87, of Cook, graduated to
Heaven on Saturday, Sept.
12, 2015, at the Cook
Hospital. A Celebration of
Life service will be held at
2 p.m. on Friday, Sept. 18
a t  t he  Evange l i c a l
Covenant Church in Cook.
The family will receive
friends one hour prior to
the service at the church.
Pastor Jeff Schirle will be
the officiant, with guest
pastors  Rev.  Reuben
Rosnau and Rev. Dennis
Morrreim. Special music
will be provided by pianists
Trevor Nicholas and Bailey
Conger, with singing by the
trio comprised of Chuck,
Cam and Trevor Nicholas,
along with congregation-
al singing. Honorary
bearers will be Mandy
Wood, Cam Nicholas,
Trevor Nicholas, Renee
Nicholas and Bill Sersha.
Military honors will be
accorded by the combined
honor guards of the Cook
Veterans of Foreign Wars
Post 1757 and the Orr
American Legion Post 480.
Interment will be in the
Cook  Commun i ty
Cemetery. A reception in
Loren’s honor will follow
in the Covenant Church
social hall. If so desired,

in lieu of flowers, memo-
rials can be directed to the
Cook Food Shelf, PO Box
633, Cook, MN 55723, or
t he  Cook  Covenan t
Church, PO Box 427,
Cook ,  MN 55723 .
Arrangements are with
Mlaker Funeral Home in
Cook.

He was born on July
19, 1928, in St. Joseph, Ill.,
where he grew up on the
family farm, which includ-
ed animals like pigs and
chickens. He had memo-
rable times hunting and
fishing with his father,
brother and uncles. The
family moved to Lincoln,
Ill., when he was 15 years
old. He went to work at
Stetson China Company
until he joined the Marine
Corps at 17 years old. Loren
served during World War
II and spent his 18th birth-
day with the Marines in
China, where he learned to
operate a 155 artillery gun.

He married Mariann
Wilson in 1947 and they
had 68 years together. They
were blessed with two chil-
dren, Loren “Dean” Jr. and
Shirley. He leased and oper-
ated the Shell Station in
Lincoln for two years, then
in 1951, was called back
in the Marine Corps to
serve in the Korean War.
After his tour of duty, he
was a truck driver for
Melvin Trucking Company
for ten years.

Loren, Mariann and
family moved to Cook in
the fall of 1959. They came
because of their love of
Lake  Vermi l ion  and
fishing. Loren worked for
Century Motor Freight for
28 years, working both
locally, over the road, and
as a dispatcher. He drove
one million miles without
an accident. In 1988 Loren
re t i r ed  and  en joyed
working around the farm,
golfing, boating and trav-
eling with Mariann. The
family enjoyed the cabin
Loren built on Schmidt
Island for many years, as
well as their lake lot on
Lake Vermilion. He was an
av id  f i sherman,  and
because of that his family
and friends enjoyed many,

many fish fries.
Loren was an active

member of the Cook
Covenant Church, where
he served as chairman,
Sunday School teacher,
and in many other posi-
tions. He was a man who
lived out his faith in God
quietly day by day. He was
a lifelong member of
Vermilion Fairways where
he served as Chairman of
the Board for several years.
He also was a member of
the Sportsman’s Club of
Lake Vermilion and of the
China Marines. 

Loren is survived by
his wife of  68 years,
Mariann; daughter, Shirley
(Charles) Nicholas of
Cook; three grandchildren,
Mandy  Wood ,  Cam
Nicholas and Trevor
(Renee) Nicholas; great-
grandson, Braden Johnson;
numerous nieces and
nephews ;  and  many
friends, including long-
time neighbors and friends
of 56 years, Bill and Beryl
Sersha. 

He was preceded in
death by his son, Loren
“Dean” Wood Jr. in 1996;
four sisters, twins Marie
Wood (1932) and Marion
Knott (1999), Loren’s twin
sister Lois Ramlow (1986),
and Iris Elsas (1994); and
brother,  Al len Wood
(2007).

Robert J. Brin
Robert “Bob” James

Brin, 81, went to be with
the Lord on Sunday, Aug.
9, 2015. A memorial
serv ice  was  he ld  on
Saturday, Sept.12 at the
First Presbyterian Church
in Ely with Pastor Cory

officiating. (He was a
devout Catholic but St.
Anthony’s was unavail-
able.) A Funeral Mass will
be held in his hometown
of Damar, Kansas, on
Saturday, Nov. 21, 2015.

Robert was born on his
family’s homestead near
Damar, Kansas. He began
driving his younger siblings
to school at the age of 14;
his siblings remember
some exciting rides. When
his cousin bet him he could-
n’t get a date with the new
school teacher, Frances
Bremmer, Robert won the
bet. They were married on
his twenty-first birthday.
Frances and Robert raised
five children, all still living,
Becca Brin (Michael)
Manlove of Ely; Bob
(Michele McEllistrom)
Brin of Oakdale; Charlotte
Brin (Charles) Bigler of
Chillicothe, Mo.; Sharon
Brin (Lee) Hathaway of
New Jersey; and Yvonne
Brin (Dr. Alan) Marcotte
of Winfield,  Kansas.
Robert and Frances also
served as foster parents for
several teenagers. 

Bob fished walleye
wi th  sk i l l ,  i nven ted
mechanical things both
practical and silly, danced
a wild jitterbug, teased and
cherished his grandchil-
dren, and spoiled dogs
rotten. He was a Master
Mechanic with Northern
Natural Gas Company. He
served with the Knights of
Columbus on many proj-
ects. 

Robert was a little
French Canadian. He sur-
vived two open heart sur-
geries and a stroke. At the
age of 71, he suffered some
crushed vertebrae while
breaking a horse. When
Frances  deve loped
Alzheimer’s, he cared for
her with patience and love.
Their daughters Yvonne
and Charlotte and their
families took care of them
in Kansas until Frances
moved to the Carefree
Home in Ely in 2014; then
he lived with their daugh-
ter Becca Manlove in Ely.
His granddaughter, Celin
Manlove and her fiancé,
Sean Williams, along with

David Conard were his
support team and com-
panions. Bob died from
injuries from a fall and
was discovered to have
leukemia. 

Other surviving loved
ones include his wife of 60
years, Frances Bremmer
Brin; siblings, Pauletta
(Nick)  Nuernberger,
Martin (Lola) Brin and
Phyllis (Richard) Janish;
twelve grandchildren,
Joshua and Candace Bigler;
Katelyn,  Lauren and
Morgan Brin; Joseph and
Celin Manlove; Danielle
and Nick Hathaway;
Cose t te ,  Manon  and
Brennon Marcotte; five
grea t -grandchi ldren;
friends, David Conard,
Sean  Wi l l i ams  and
Carefree staff and residents
of Ely, Kay and Sam Fiest,
Mary Korhte and Dee
Gonzales of Ark City,
Kansas; many other friends
and extended family
members ;  and  dogs ,
Checotah, Mantis and
Bisley. 

Robert was preceded
in death by his parents,
Raoul and Alma Brin; sib-
lings, Norma Jean, Bobby,
Richard and Cleophus
Brin, Janet Balthazor and
Marilyn Hamel; grand-
daughter, Rachel Brin
Hathaway; and son-in-law,
Michael Manlove. 

Stephen T. Radle
Stephen  Thomas

Radle, 67, died on March
20, 2015. He was born on
Jan. 7, 1948. He graduat-
ed from Orr High School
in 1966 and served as a
medic in the U.S. Army
from 1968-1971. He was
buried in Mission, Texas,
with his fellow veterans.

A celebration of life
will be held from 1 to 4 p.m.
on Saturday, Sept. 19 at The
Dam Supper Club in Orr.
Please join us to share
memories and build new
ones. In lieu of monetary
donations, please honor
Stephen by donating to the
Orr American Legion Post
480, 4543 Highway 53,
Orr, MN 55771.

Marcella B. Drift 
Marcella “Marcy” B.

Drift, 75, of Virginia, orig-
inally of Nett Lake, died
on Friday, Sept. 4, 2015,
at  Virginia  Regional
Medical Center. Marcy’s
wishes were to have a
private ceremony. A coffee
an’ remembrance was held
at Miner’s Memorial South
Room on Wednesday, Sept.
16. Arrangements were
with Range Funeral Home
in Virginia.

She is survived by
sons, Darwin, Michael and
Bart, all of Virginia; daugh-
ter, Theda of Duluth; grand-
children, Gena, Nicholas,
Rikki, Samantha, Jeff, Jim,
Bobby and Ben; great-
grandchildren, Tyler,
Trevor, Karson and Daisy.

Mitchell W. Berg 
Mitchell W. “Mitch”

Berg, 59, of Machesney
Park, Ill., originally of
Soudan, passed away on
Wednesday, Aug. 12, 2015,
at his home, surrounded by
loved ones. A memorial
serv ice  was  he ld  on
Tuesday,  Aug.  18 a t
Fitzgerald Funeral Home
and  Crema to ry  i n
Rockford, Ill. A Memorial
Mass was said on Sunday,
Sept. 13 at St. Martin’s
Catholic Church in Tower.
Memorials may be made
to the family for an estab-
lishment to be named at a
later date. 

Mitch is survived by
his wife, Nancy Foor
Berg;   son,  Benjamin
(Rachel) Berg; daughter,
Saman tha  Be rg ;
granddaughter,  Anna
Marie;  parents, Russell and
Theresa Pavelich Berg of
Eagles Nest  Lake 3;
brother, Daniel (Catherine)
Berg; sister, Michele Berg
Cascarano; brothers-in-
law, Stephen Foor and
David (Kimberely) Foor;
sisters-in-law, Janis Foor
and Susan (Patrick) Kelly;
and numerous aunts,
uncles, cousins, nieces,
nephews and dear friends.

Obituaries And Death Notices

ORR CITY COUNCIL
MINUTES OF 

REGULAR MEETING 
August 10, 2015

The regularly scheduled
meeting of the Orr City
Council was held Monday,
August 10, 2015, at the Orr
City Hall.

Mayor Joel Astleford called
the meeting to order at 7:00
p.m.  Roll call was taken and
the Pledge of Allegiance was
recited.

Present:
Mayor: Joel Astleford
Councilor: Bruce Black
Councilor: Ericka Cote
Councilor: Tom Kennebeck
Councilor:  Lloyd Scott

A moment of silence was
observed in memory of David
Dill.

Mayor Astleford added Item I
to the agenda:  Resolution
2015-6 Authorizing the City
of Orr to Enter Into FAA
Grant Offer for Airport
Improvement Project No. 3-
27-0142-009-2015 at the Orr
Regional Airport. 

Motion by Bruce Black, sec-
ond by Tom Kennebeck, to
approve the Consent Agenda
consisting of:  Minutes of
Regular Council Meeting of
July 13, 2015; and expendi-
tures in the amount of
$60,295.03.  All in favor.
MOTION CARRIED. 

Olin Halverson approached
the Council about a commu-
nity service project for Eagle
Scouts.  He proposed build-

ing an informational kiosk at
the DNR boat launch by
Pelican Bay Foods or the
City Park.  The City Clerk will
contact the DNR to see if
they would be agreeable to
this project.

Three bids were received for
propane for the 2015-16
heating season:  Como Oil -
$1.189; Ferrellgas - $.95;
and Lakes Gas - $.895.
Motion by Lloyd Scott, sec-
ond by Ericka Cote, to accept
the bid from Lakes Gas for
$.895 per gallon.  All in favor.
MOTION CARRIED.    

Motion by Tom Kennebeck,
second by Lloyd Scott, to
approve proposed changes
to the 2016-17 Contract with
International Union of
Operating Engineers, Local
#49, with the exception that
City contributions to the
Central Pension Fund will
remain the same as in the
previous contract.  All in
favor.  MOTION CARRIED.
The Clerk was directed to
send a letter to union repre-
sentative, Dan Snidarich,
informing him of the
Council’s decision.

Joel Astleford nominated the
following individuals for
appointment to the Economic
Development Authority:  Lori
Astleford – two year term;
Eileen Poczekaj – three year
term; Bette Hoffer – four year
term; and Sandy Wardas –
five year term.  Motion by
Ericka Cote, second by
Bruce Black, to approve
Mayor’s recommendations to
EDA.  All in favor.  MOTION
CARRIED.

The report from Thein Well
has been received from the
inspection of the City’s
pumps and wells.  The draw-
down has increased with a
resulting decrease in specific
capacity for the back-up well.
A letter has previously been
sent to the Minnesota
Department of Health
requesting their assistance in
locating a new location for a
back-up well.  The City has
not yet received a response.

Fire Chief Dallas Johnson
requested Council permis-
sion to sell obsolete fire
equipment.  The Fire
Department would like to sell
its Crestliner fireboat with
trailer and 175 hp motor,
which has an estimated
value of $2,500; and the
GMC brush truck, which has
an estimated value of
$3,000.  Motion by Bruce
Black, second by Tom
Kennebeck, for the Fire
Department to proceed with
the sale of the fireboat and
brush truck.  All in favor.
MOTION CARRIED.

The City’s attorney has
received a request from St.
Louis County that would
allow payable offenses to be
certified as petty misde-
meanors.  The Court
Administrators are in favor of
this change to expedite col-
lections.  No action was
taken by the Council.

Pursuant to recommenda-
tions made by the City’s
auditing firm, the In-State
Travel policy was revised to
clarify allowable expenses.
Motion by Tom Kennebeck,
second by Lloyd Scott, to

approve revisions to City of
Orr In-State Travel Policy.  All
in favor.  MOTION CAR-
RIED.

Motion by Tom Kennebeck,
second by Ericka Cote, to
approve Resolution 2015-6
Authorizing the City of Orr to
Enter Into Grant Offer for
Airport Improvement Project
No. 3-27-0142-009-2015 at
the Orr Regional Airport.  All
in favor.  MOTION CAR-
RIED.

REPORTS FROM DEPART-
MENT HEADS:

Liquor Store:  Liquor Store
Manager Charles “Chet”
Nieman reported July sales
were up $4,800 from July of
last year.  Everything is going
well and it has been busy.

Water and Sewer:
Maintenance Supervisor
Paul Koch reported the bio-
solids have been taken care
of.  Paul and Tim have been
painting the roadway lines
and parking areas.  The
Highway 23 Sewer Project
should be completed by
August 12th.  Maguire Iron is
planning to paint the water
tower sometime mid to late
September.

Airport:  Airport Manager
Timothy Lilya reported an
inventory of 1,000 gallons
each of 100LL and Jet A fuel.
The airport was busier in July
and he was able to rent more
hangar space.  The contrac-
tor should be doing the crack
sealing on the runway, taxi
way and apron the week of
August 10th.

Tourist Information Center:
Cheri Carter reported the TIC
has been busy.

Ambulance:  Ericka Cote
reported it has been quiet.  

Library:  Sharon Lammi
reported June and July were
busier months at the Library.
They could use additional
volunteers.

Comments from
Council/Visitors:  Mayor
Astleford reported the City of
Orr will receive a one-time
appropriation of $9,453.00.
The appropriation is from the
Minnesota Legislature for
small cities that do not
receive municipal state aid
for gas tax, tab fee and motor
vehicle sales tax revenues.

The Council again expressed
its sympathy to the family of
David Dill, and acknowl-
edged appreciation for his
hard work and dedication to
the City while he was
Administrator.

Motion to adjourn by Tom
Kennebeck, second Bruce
Black.  All in favor.  MOTION
CARRIED.

Meeting adjourned at 7:40
p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Joel R. Astleford, Mayor
Cheri J. Carter
Clerk/Treasurer

Published in the Timberjay,
Sept. 18, 2015

ORR CITY COUNCIL
MINUTES OF 

SPECIAL MEETING 
August 27, 2015

A special meeting of the Orr
City Council was held
Thursday, August 27, 2015,
at the Orr City Hall.

Mayor Joel Astleford called
the meeting to order at 5:00
p.m.  Roll call was taken and
the Pledge of Allegiance was
recited.

Present:
Mayor Joel Astleford
Councilperson Ericka Cote
Councilperson Lloyd Scott
Councilperson
Tom Kennebeck

Absent:
Councilperson Bruce Black

Wendy Purdy and Rick
Deatherage were present on
behalf of the Orr Recreation
and Resource Center, Inc., to
update the council on
progress made to date to
make the old Orr School
building viable for reuse and
development.  They request-
ed City approval for two pro-
posed grants to the IRRRB.
The first grant would enable
them to purchase and install
four Garn bio-mass gasifica-
tion boilers and 100 cords of
firewood.  The second grant
request was for removal of
asbestos and lead paint in
the old Orr School building.
They have had a company
come in and test the entire
building for hazardous mate-
rials.

Motion by Ericka Cote, sec-

ond by Lloyd Scott, to
approve Resolution #2015-8
Authorizing City of Orr to
Make Application To and
Accept Funds from IRRRB
Development Infrastructure
Grant Program.  All in Favor.
MOTION CARRIED.  One (1)
Absent.

Motion by Tom Kennebeck,
second by Ericka Cote, to
approve Resolution #2015-9
Authorizing City of Orr to
Make Application To and
Accept Funds from IRRRB
Commercial Redevelopment
Grant Program.  All in Favor.
MOTION CARRIED.  One (1)
Absent.

The Council expressed its
appreciation for the progress
the ORR Center, Inc., has
made to date toward the
reuse and revitalization of the
former Orr School.  The
Council re-affirmed this is a
top priority to the City and
Community as identified in
the City of Orr’s
Comprehensive Plan.

Motion by Tom Kennebeck,
second by Ericka Cote, to
adjourn.  All in Favor.
MOTION CARRIED.  One (1)
Absent.

Meeting adjourned at 5:25
p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Cheri J. Carter,
Clerk/Treasurer
Joel R. Astleford, Mayor

Published in the Timberjay,
Sept. 18, 2015
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